Finally, a memorial for Kongu chieftain

At A Cost Of 1 Crore, A Special Column And Statue Of Kalingarayan To Be Build
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Coimbatore: Seven hundred
and thirty yearsafter he built
the 56.5 mile long Kalinga-
rayan canal to connect River
Bhavani with River Noyyal,
hoping to enhance irrigation
facilitiesin the Erode region,
a fitting memorial for the
Kongu chieftain Kalinga-
rayan in Kalingarayanpa-
' layam, where the irrigation
canal originated, is in the
pipeline. PWD Minister K V
Ramalingam has confirmed
that the memorial would
come up inside a children’s
park where there will be a
special column and statue of
Kalingarayan.

A memorial for the chief-
tain has been a long pending
demand from the Kongu Vel-
lalar community. Long for-
gotten by authorities, there is
no memorial of Kalinga-
rayan anywhere in Western
Tamil Nadu. When the minis-
ter visited Kalingarayanpa-
layam recently, to release wa-

ter through .the canal, the
locals urged him to initiate
the long pending project.

“The canal supports one
of the largest ayacuts in the
state. It irrigates vast stretch-
es of turmeric, sugarcane
and paddy fields. So, its cre-
ator must get a fitting trib-
ute,” said Ramalingami.

The canal had deteriorat-
ed in recent years and a mas-

sive renovation is in pro-
gress. Efforts to ensure
smooth flow of water till the
tail end of the canal and pre-
vent the flow of sewage and
industrial waste into it are
going on. The canal is the
worst affected waterway in
thedistrictdueto indiscrimi-
nate dumping of untreated
effluents by the textile proc-
essing and tannery industri-
es.

“Kalingarayan has con-
tributed significantly to the

- Journey

region’s development. Born
Lingaya Gounder around

- 1240, he rose to become Veera

Pandian’s (1265-1280) chief-
tain,” says Periyaswami
Prahladan, a farmer on its
banks.

The PWD is plannmg to
build the memorial at an esti-
mated costof Rslcrore.Inthe
beginning, the canal irrigat-
ed only about 3,500 acres, as
historian and traveller Fran-
cis Buchanan noted in his di-
ary, later published as A
From Madras
Through the Countries of
Mysore, Canara, and Mala-
bar.’

Buchanan visited the en-
tire region as per the orders
of then British Governor
General Marquis Wellesley

to check the state of agricul-

ture from April 23, 1800 to Ja-
nuary 15,1801. In his book he
writes that Kalingarayan’'s
family never seemed to have
received any reward in the
form of land on account of
the grand canal that he built.
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Kongu chieftain Kalingarayan was born a
Lingaya Gounder in 1240. He rose to become
Veera Pandian’s (1265-1280) chieftain

56.5 mile fong, 730 years old

» Connects the Bhavani with
the Noyyal through Erode
district

» Declared open on January
18,1282

P Main source of water for
more than 15,700-acre of land
in Erode and neighbouring

Renovat'on isonas it is the
worst-affected waterway in
Erode due to the indiscriminate
dumping of untreated effiuents
by the textile processing and
tannery industries

P Kalingarayan ayacut is one
of the important agricultural
areas in Tamil Nadu

J» In 1800, the canal irrigated
only ahout 3,500 acres




