CM: Kalingarayan anicut will be tourist spot

Kongu chieftain to
get statue in Erode
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He has been credited
with laying the longest
canal to connect Bha-
vani river with Noyyal
river — a distance of 56.5
miles, in Erode region —
about 730 years ago. And
even to this day the canal
known by Kongu chief-
tain’s name  Kalinga-
rayan serves to irrigate
about 15,743 acre in the
district.

As a fitting tribute to
this great chieftain,
chief minister J. Jayala-
lithaa has announced to
install his statue in
Erode. Informing that a
statue of Kongu chief-
tain Kalingarayan, wou-
1d be set up in the dis-
trict, Ms Jayalalithaa
said Kalingarayan ani-
- cut built by him would
be converted into a
tourist spot. “Acceding
to the request made by
the local people, hailing

J. Jayalalithaa

the developmental works
done by Kalingarayan in
developing the region, a
statue will be estab-
lished at Nasuvamp-
alayam in Erode dis-
trict,” the CM said.
Though it was suffi-
cient for setting up a
canal in a 32-mile-long
area between Bhavani
and Noyyal rivers,
Kalingarayan had pro-
vided a 56-mile-long
canal in order to ensure
more lands were brought
under irrigation, she
said. At present, the
canal facilitates irriga-
tion in about 15,743 acre

land in Erode district.

In a statement, she rec-
alled that her govern-
ment had been establish-
ing memorials to honour
great personalities who
built dams to facilitate

irrigation. The canal

runs parallel to Cauvery
river. It meanders to pro-
vide water to far-flung
areas. Recently, she orde-
red the release of water
from the Kalingarayan
canal to facilitate agri-
cultural activities.

The canal, supporting
one of the largest aya-
cuts in the state, irri-
gates vast stretches of
turmeric, sugarcane and
paddy fields. In the
beginning, the canal
irrigated only about
3,500 acre, as historian
and traveller Francis
Buchanan noted in his
diary, later published as
A Journey From Madras
Through the Countries of
Mysore, Canara, and
Malabar.



